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dangerous was the appearance in the fateful year 1260 of a very ignorant
madman of Parma, by name Segarelli, who aimed at outdoing St Francis
in the literal reproduction of the life of Christ. His followers were mainly
peasants and swineherds, but they soon spread beyond Italy into Germany.
This enthusiast dreamed of proselytising the entire world, but he was
seized in 1300 and executed. Yet the mischief was by no means oven
Fra Dolcino, fanatic or charlatan, to whom Dante in \hzlnferno conceives
Mahomet sending a warning message as to a companion spirit, perceived
in the original appearance of Segarelli in 1260 the fulfilment of the pro-
phecies of The Everlasting Gospel, and by 1304 he had collected a
considerable following in Milan, Brescia, and other northern Italian cities,
and in the Italian Alps. In 1305 Clement V organised a crusade against
this "son of Belial," and after a desperate resistance these self-appointed
emissaries of the Holy Ghost were overcome, their leader being subse-
quently put to death with the acme of cruelty.

To the followers both of Segarelli and of Dolcino the term Fraticelli is
sometimes applied; it came indeed to be used to denote any unauthorised
or irregular brotherhood; for, as Salimbene tells us, "all who desired to
found a new rule borrowed something from the Franciscan rule, the
sandals or the habit." Thus a name derived from St Francis came to be
associated with many heretical sects. The author of the Introdnctoritts
ad Evangelium Eternum was certainly one of the Spiritual Franciscans,
those members of the Minorite order who would hear of no compromise
with the complete austerity of the founder's system, and who saw in the
possession of property of any sort a repudiation of the essential principles
of their communion. To a minority consisting of intense enthusiasts, who
felt that the whole cause and life-work of St Francis were betrayed by
the worldly attitude of the conventual party on the subject of Poverty,
The Everlasting Gospel appeared as a direct reference to themselves, the
only true disciples of that saint, surely somewhat more than man, upon
whom the marks of Christ had been imprinted. When in course of time
the Papacy declared in favour of the moderate party, mystical and exalted
conceptions of the place of Francis in human history were encouraged, and
the man who, by enlisting his extraordinary spiritual power and attrac-
tiveness on the side of the Church, did more than any other to save the
medieval Church against the assaults of heresy, became himself the inspi-
ration of heresies of a pantheist and "ffiuminist" character. The two
principal leaders of the Spirituals in France and in Italy, Pierre Jean
Olivi, a brilliant and a beautiful character, regarded by some as the
successor of Joachim and of Francis, and the Catalan Arnold of Vffianova,
denouncing the worldliness of the clergy with as much energy and elo-
quence as any Waldensian, became suspect of heresy, and after their deaths
their followers were vigorously persecuted in the pontificate of John XXII,
in whose days the Spirituals generally were in frank revolt, and they were
dealt with as manifest heretics. The poet Jacopone da Todi delighted to